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SECTION X 

COMMERCIAL SITE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 
 

A. USES PERMITTED SUBJECT TO AN APPROVED AREA PLAN AND SITE 
PLAN AS PROVIDED IN SECTIONS XXII AND XXIII 

 
Prior to approval of any tentative subdivision map or clearance for issuance of a building 
permit, an Area Plan shall be approved covering at least an entire planning area. Site 
Plans for individual uses shall be approved in accordance with an approved Area Plan or 
amendment thereof, prior to clearance for building permits. 

 
The following uses are permitted in Commercial planning areas or planning units: 

 
1. Retail commercial businesses. 
2.  Service commercial businesses. 
3.  Administrative, professional and business offices. 
4.  Cultural facilities. 
5.  Cafes, restaurants, bars and cocktail lounges. 
6.  Commercial recreation. 
7.  Hotels and motels. 
8. Massage Establishments with approval of a Use Permit and in accordance with 

Chapter 5.07 (Massage Establishments) of the Lake Forest Municipal Code. 
9.  Public facilities as provided in Sections XVII and XVIII. 
10. Accessory structures or uses which are customarily incidental or necessary to the 

permitted main uses. 
11. Any other similar use which is found compatible with the purpose and objectives 

of Section IX and which is indicated on an approved Area Plan, Site Plan or 
amendment thereof, approved by the Planning Commission. 

12. Adult Businesses—subject to adult business license required by Chapter 5.10 of 
the Lake Forest Municipal Code and also the locational standards found in 
Chapter 9.08.012 of the Lake Forest Municipal Code. 

13. All uses not mentioned above are prohibited. (Ordinance 195) 
 
B. SITE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

The following standards shall apply except as otherwise established by the approved 
Area Plan or Site Plan. 
1. Building site area: No minimum. The maximum is the net usable area as indicated 

on the Statistical Summary or any amendment thereof. 
2. Building site width and depth: No minimum. 
3. Building height: 160 feet maximum. 
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Building setbacks: 

a. Ten (10) feet from property line abutting a street. 

b. Twenty (20) feet minimum from all property lines abutting planning areas 
designated residential and open space as depicted on the P.C. 

Development Plan. 

c. Buildings that are more than fifty (50) feet in height shall be set back a 
minimum of fifty (50) feet from all property lines abutting residential 

and open space planning areas. 

d. No minimum from commercial, urban activity and industrial planning 

areas. 
Off-street parking requirements: Off-street parking shall be provided as 

required by the provisions of Section XIX. 
Signs: Signs shall be permitted in accordance with Section XX. 

Lighting: All lighting, exterior and interior, shall be designed and located to 
confine direct rays to the premises. 

Loading: All loading shall be performed onsite. Loading platforms and areas 

shall be screened from view from adjacent streets, highways and residential 

areas. 
Trash and storage areas: All storage, including cartons, containers or trash, 

shall be shielded from view within a building or area enclosed by a wall  not 
less than six (6) feet in height. No such area shall be located within fifty (50) 

feet of any residentially zoned area unless it is fully enclosed. 
Enclosed uses: All uses permitted together with their resulting products shall 

be contained entirely within a completely enclosed structure, except for off- 

street parking and loading areas, areas for sale of nursery stock, automobile 

washing areas and outdoor dining areas, or other similar uses indicated on the 
approved Site Plan. 

Screening (required screening is not counted as a part of Net Useable Acres): 
a. Abutting residential areas: A screen shall be installed along all site 

boundaries where the premises abut areas zoned for residential. Except 
as otherwise provided below, the screening shall have a total height of 

not less than six (6) feet and not more than seven (7) feet. Where there 

is a difference in elevation on opposite sides of the screen, the height 

shall be measured from the highest point of elevation. 
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SECTION XII 

URBAN ACTIVITY SITE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 
 

A. USES PERMITTED SUBJECT TO AN APPROVED AREA PLAN AND SITE 
PLAN AS PROVIDED IN SECTIONS XXII AND XXIII 

 
Prior to clearance for issuance of a building or grading permit, an Area Plan shall be 
approved covering at least an entire planning area. Site Plans for individual uses shall be 
approved in accordance with the approved Area Plan prior to clearance for issuance of 
building permits. 

 
COMBINED MIXED USES 

 
The following commercial uses may be permitted on the first floor of mixed use 
buildings within the Urban Activity Center planning area: 

 
1.  Retail commercial businesses. 
2.  Service commercial businesses. 
3.  Administrative, professional and business offices. 
4.  Cultural facilities, such as but not limited to the following: 

a. Museums. 
b. Theaters. 
c. Libraries. 
d. Art galleries. 
e. Music halls. 
f. Convention centers. 

5.  Cafes, restaurants, bars and cocktail lounges. 
6.  Commercial recreation uses. 
7.  Accessory structures or uses which are customarily incidental or necessary to 

the permitted main uses. 
8.  Day care centers. 
9.  Massage Establishments with approval of a Use Permit and in accordance 

with Chapter 5.07 (Massage Establishments) of the Lake Forest Municipal 
Code. 

10. Any other similar use which is found compatible with the purpose and 
objectives of Section XI and which is indicated on an Area Plan or Site Plan 
approved by the Planning Commission. 

11. Adult Businesses—subject to adult business license required by Chapter 5.10 
of the Lake Forest Municipal Code and also the locational standards found in 
Chapter 9.08.012 of the Lake Forest Municipal Code. 

12. All uses not mentioned above are prohibited. (Ordinance 195) 
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11. Caretakers' quarters (one per building site). 
12. Storage facilities, including but not limited to the following: 

a. Boat storage. 
b. Recreation vehicle storage. 
c. Mini-warehouse storage facilities. 
d. New automobile storage. 

13. Motion picture, video, television and recording studios. 
14. Administrative, professional, governmental and business offices. 
15. Service commercial, as support for the permitted industrial uses, including, but 

not limited to, the following: 
a.  Banks and other financial institutions. 
b.  Barber shops. 
c.  Beauty salons, excluding Massage Establishments. 
d.  Restaurants, food service facilities and cocktail lounges. 
e.  Health and athletic facilities. 
f.  Travel agencies. 
g.  Office furniture, equipment and supplies. 
h. Employment and temporary help agencies. 
i.  Advertising services.  
j.  Blueprinting, reproduction and copying services, photoengraving, printing, 

publishing and bookbinding. 
k.  Janitorial services 
l.  Hotels and motels. 
m.  Any other similar use which is found compatible with the purpose and 

objectives of Section XI11 and which is indicated on an Area Plan or a Site 
Plan approved by the Planning Commission. (Ordinance 195) 

16. Heavy retail and heavy service commercial, including but not limited to the 
following: 
a.  Rental and sales agencies for automobiles, recreational vehicles, trucks, 

trailers, boats and motorcycles and service in connection therewith. 
b.  Automobile repair garages, fender and body repair and paint shops. 
c.  Tire recapping facilities. 
d.  Rental and sale agencies for garden and home equipment, 
e.  Rental and sales agencies for agricultural, industrial and construction 

equipment, and service in connection therewith. 
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25. All uses not mentioned above are prohibited, including Massage Establishments. 

(Ordinance 195) 
26. Adult Businesses—subject to adult business license required by Chapter 5.10 of the 

Lake Forest Municipal Code and also the locational standards found in Chapter 
9.08.012 of the Lake Forest Municipal Code. (Ordinance 142) 

 
B. SITE DEVELOPMENT AND PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 

 
The following standards shall apply except as otherwise established by the approved Area 
Plan or Site Plan. 
 

1. Building site area: No minimum. 
2. Building height limit: Forty-five (45) feet maximum. 
3. Building line regulations: All setbacks shall be measured from the ultimate right-

of -way line and interior property lines. 
a. Adjacent to a residential street: Buildings shall be located at least forty 

(40) feet from the ultimate right-of-way line along any street abutting a 
residential area with the exception that structures of less than twenty (20) 
feet in height may encroach into the required setback area no more than 
twenty (20) feet and may cover no more than fifty (50) percent of the 
required setback area. 

b. Adjacent to a nonresidential arterial highway: Along any highway abutting 
a nonresidential area, buildings shall be setback a minimum of twenty-five 
(25) feet from the ultimate right-of-way line, except that unsupported 
roofs sun-screens, or architectural element serving energy or aesthetic 
needs may project six (6) feet into the required setback area. 

c. Adjacent to local nonresidential street: Along any local street abutting a 
nonresidential area, buildings shall be setback a minimum of fifteen (15) 
feet from the ultimate right-of-way line, except that unsupported roofs or 
sun-screens may project six (6) feet into the required setback area. 

d. Adjacent to an industrial or commercial/Urban Activity Center parcel: 
Along property lines that separate industrial or commercial/Urban Activity 
Center uses there shall be no required minimum setback. 

e. Adjacent to a residential or open space parcel: Abutting a residential or 
open space area there shall be setback a minimum of forty (40) feet or a 
distance equal to the height of the building, whichever is greater. 

4.  Site coverage: No maximum. 
5.  Off-street parking: Off-street parking shall be provided in accordance with 

Section XIX. 
6.  Signs: Signs shall be permitted in accordance with Section XX. 
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A copy of the Development Plan (400 scale) is on file with the Development Services Department at the Lake Forest City Hall. 
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